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FREE MANCHESTER EVENT TO EXPLORE WHO WROTE SHAKESPEARE PLAYS 

Members of the public are invited to find out more about the Shakespeare authorship question 

with leading international experts at a free event to be held in Manchester Central Library on 

Saturday 24 September 2016 from 11.00am to 4.00pm. 

This year marks the 400th anniversary of the death of a man from Stratford-upon-Avon who is 

widely regarded as the author of the plays attributed to William Shakespeare. Doubts about the 

authorship of these plays have been expressed by eminent writers, actors and thinkers, 

including Charles Dickens, Sir John Gielgud and Sigmund Freud.  

In 2007, Sir Derek Jacobi and Mark Rylance issued the ‘Declaration of Reasonable Doubt About 

the Identity of William Shakespeare’. The Declaration has been signed by well over 3,500 

people, including many prominent actors, directors and academics, as well as two Justices of 

the US Supreme Court.  

The event on 24 September will look at the history of the Shakespeare authorship question, why 

it matters and the evidence for some of the alternative authorship candidates. The programme 

includes talks from internationally renowned authorship experts Professor William Leahy and Dr 

John Casson.  

Manchester Central Library is also kindly hosting an exhibition of related rare books, including 

an original Second Folio and a facsimile of the First Folio of Shakespeare’s plays. In addition, 

professional actors from the region will be performing scenes from authorship-related plays.  

Dr Casson says: “The Shakespeare authorship question is one of the most fascinating 

mysteries in the history of the theatre. This event is an opportunity to engage with the doubts 

and ask questions, so that you can make up your own mind.”  

ENDS 

 

For further information or to arrange an interview, please contact Stephen Gregson via 

contact@languageandculture.co.uk or 07767 076814. 
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NOTES TO EDITORS 

1. Places can be booked via this link: https://authorshipconf.eventbrite.co.uk. Although the 

event is free, booking is essential as places are limited. Donations are also invited to cover 

organizational costs. Food and drink can be purchased on the day from the café in 

Manchester Central Library. 

2. Professor William Leahy is Deputy Vice Chancellor at Brunel University, West London. His 

research specializes in Shakespeare as well as Elizabethan processional literature. He has 

published widely on Shakespeare and his particular interest is in the Shakespeare authorship 

question. He is the editor of Shakespeare and His Authors: Critical Perspectives on the 

Authorship Question, published by Continuum. Professor Leahy is also a translator and a 

writer of both fiction and poetry, as well as a regular guest on the BBC.     

3. Dr John Casson is a retired drama therapist, psychodrama psychotherapist, supervisor and 

trainer in the NHS and private practice. Since 2006, he has been researching the authorship 

candidacy of Sir Henry Neville and published four books about his discoveries. His latest book, 

which he co-authored with Professor William D. Rubinstein, is called Sir Henry Neville was 

Shakespeare: The Evidence, published by Amberley Publishing. For further information, 

please see: www.creativepsychotherapy.info/my-shakespeare-neville-research/. 

4. The organizers would like to thank Manchester Central Library in providing a venue for the 

event as well as hosting the exhibition of rare books.  
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